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Purpose : This descriptive study was conducted to analyze the current status of the
College of Nursing at L University in Cambodia and to propose strategic directions for the

future development of Cambodian nursing education.

Methods : Data were collected between January 2023 and August 2025. The analysis
utilized institutional records from L University, along with survey data obtained from

current students and graduates through email and direct onsite questionnaires.

Results : As Cambodia’s first four-year nursing college, the institution maintains a
rigorous curriculum consisting of 125 theory credits and 1,485 total practice hours (covering
hospital rotations, community health, internships, and thesis work). While basic facilities are
well-provided, there is a critical need for a full-time Dean of Nursing to replace the
current acting concurrent leadership, as well as the modernization of clinical equipment to
meet national standards. Clinical training is conducted at provincial hospitals and modern
500-bed facilities in Phnom Penh; notably, student satisfaction remains high despite
personal financial burdens for lodging. Graduates have successfully entered diverse fields,
with 78.8% expressing satisfaction with their roles, and a significant number have attained
advanced degrees (39 Masters, 17 PhDs). However, students highlighted the need for more

consistent curriculum delivery, improved access to textbooks, and upgraded simulation labs.

Conclusion : To achieve its goal of producing globally competent nurses, the college
must secure stable faculty and specialized clinical instructors. It is essential to strengthen
international cooperation, which has declined since 2018, and utilize online practice systems
with partner universities. Furthermore, nursing leadership should prioritize student—centered
clinical placement in advanced hospitals and encourage participation in academic seminars
and competitions. Continuous follow-up research is required to monitor the development of

student competencies and the long-term advancement of nursing education in Cambodia.
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